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Vision
At the heart of the draft NCF:

- Lifelong learning
– Active citizenship 

– Employability
This curriculum framework strives to ensure 
that throughout compulsory education, all 
children and young people acquire skills that 
will enrich their lives and secure economic 
growth, sustainability and the foundations of a 
knowledge society.



Goals
• All children will leave compulsory education with 

relevant skills and qualifications and that schools 
will become attractive learning environments. 

• This curriculum framework will transform the 
existing physical structures into opportunities for 
personal and social growth, reduce early school 
leavers, retain learners in formal education for 
as long as possible as well as give credit to 
informal and non-formal learning. 

• It will facilitate access to further and higher 
education, work-based learning, continuous 
professional development and adult learning. 



Processes
• The draft framework is the outcome of the process 

of reflection that commenced in 2008 and the 
commitment of government to ensure that young 
lifelong learning becomes a culture for sustainability 
and social cohesion.

• Process included representatives from the 
Directorates of Education, the Faculty of Education, 
the MATSEC Examinations Board, and Church and 
Independent schools. 

• Document has been refined following feedback from 
curriculum experts from the Ministry of Education in 
New Zealand and Learning and Teaching Scotland.



The Consultation Documents

The draft curriculum framework is presented in a 
set of 4 consultation documents, namely:

• Document 1: The Executive Summary
• Document 2: The National Curriculum Framework -

Rationale and Components
• Document 3: The National Curriculum Framework in 

Practice. The Three Cycles: The Early,  
Primary and Secondary Years

• Document 4: The National Curriculum Framework -

The Way Forward



Background
• The national minimum curriculum Creating the 

Future Together (1999) presented a series of aims 
and objectives which still guide education decisions.

• Following the publication of the 1999 curriculum, a 
series of in-depth analysis and discussion on key 
areas took place, each presenting challenges to be 
addressed in this review of the national curriculum 
framework. 

• This will be the first curriculum framework to be 
adopted since Malta joined the EU in 2004 and it 
has considered policy-related documents issued by 
the EC.



Main Tenets of the NCF
• A paradigm shift away from a prescriptive curriculum 

towards a framework which allows for some degree 
of internal flexibility;

• A move away from stand alone subjects to learning 
areas that form the entitlement of all learners;

• The continuous development of all practitioners, and 
ongoing support to enable them to interpret the 
framework and adapt it to meet the needs of their 
learners; and

• That all stakeholders in the State, Church and 
Independent sectors take responsibility for the 
proposed changes.



The NCF promotes…
• a readiness to depart from traditional curriculum 

structures and practices that may restrict learning;

• guidelines which allow for some degree of choice to suit 
the interests and capabilities of individual learners within 
nationally accepted parameters; 

• flexible learning programmes providing diverse learning 
experiences that cater for a wide spectrum of learners;

• learning programmes that focus on understanding and 
emphasise the process of learning rather than the mere 
acquisition of content; 

• learning programmes that empower teachers to 
implement innovative teaching/learning strategies 
especially through the use of eLearning;



The NCF promotes…
• a move away from a rigid subject-based approach to a 

more cross-curricular, thematic, interdisciplinary and 
collaborative approach that reflects real life situations 
and encourages transfer of skills from one learning area 
to another;

• an assessment policy that values and assesses both the 
processes and the products of learning; 

• initial teacher education and further opportunities for 
training and support in the use of pedagogies that are 
inclusive in nature and cater for diversity; and

• professional development that is congruent with the 
availability of opportunities within the extended reality of 
the EU.



Key Idea 1

The development of lifelong learners 
who are engaged and responsible
citizens, and active in the economy.

Learners who are: 

• capable of successfully developing their full 
potential as life-long learners ;

• capable of sustaining their chances in the 
world of work; and

• engaged citizens in constantly changing local, 
regional and global realities.



Key Idea 2
The support for all learners to achieve and 
succeed, whatever their backgrounds, 
needs and aptitudes are within a Malta 
Qualifications Framework for Lifelong 
Learning (2007) referenced to the 
European Qualifications Framework.

Examples:
In Primary : Subject specialist teachers in Creative 
Arts, PSHE and language awareness programmes; 
Curriculum support teachers for Science, PE, 
Technology and IT
In Secondary : Review of LSA deployment



Key Idea 3
A clear focus in colleges and schools on 
meeting the needs of all learners through 
increased curricular autonomy.

Examples : Timetabling based on ‘real’ time 
Early Years: Guidelines for learning through play
Primary: 1 hour per week to be determined by the school
Secondary: 2 lessons in Forms 1,2 determined by the school
– flexibility in language options and language provision
– introduction of VET
– Reintroduction of Accounts and Economics
– Other foreign language options where possible



Key Idea 4
• Active, inclusive learning communities 

which put learning and learners at the 
heart of all that they do and are 
accountable to their stakeholders.

– Development of Ethics Education programme
– Development of Policy for Parental 

Involvement in Education 
– Schools strengthen role as locus of lifelong 

learning in the community
– Schools develop ties with the community for 

mutual benefit



Key Idea 5
• Seamless progression through the early, 

primary and secondary years in the skills 
and competences required for lifelong 
learning.
– Development of 10-point scale for levels of achievement
– Development of strands-related achievement level 

descriptors for 5-16 years to indicate progression and 
support differentiation

– One comprehensive vision for Science education



Key Idea 6
• Learning which is active, personalised, 

relevant, and purposeful.

– Development of Teaching Objectives Framework
– Development of Learning Outcomes Framework
– Focus on differentiated teaching and learning 
– Focus on assessment for learning
– Focus in Science Education is on:

• Understanding the world
• Investigating phenomena and processes
• Communicating knowledge
• Linking and applying science to everyday life



Key Idea 7
• Learning that emphasises the application of 

knowledge and skills in different contexts and 
settings as well as breadth of knowledge and
depth of understanding.

Focus on pedagogy that is learner-centred
Five cross-curricular themes:
– eLearning; education for sustainable development
– intercultural education
– education for entrepreneurship
– creativity and innovation



Key Idea 8
• A curriculum framework that focuses 

on learning areas, creating links and 
synergies across traditional subjects .

Eight Learning Areas
- Languages
- Mathematics
- Science
- Technology 

Education

- Citizenship 
Education

- Religious Education
- Arts Education
- Health Education



Key Idea 9
• Assessment and evaluation which use 

information and feedback formatively to 
inform planning for improvement.
Examples:
– Development of Assessment Policy
– Alternative assessment for learners with individual learning 

plans
Primary: 
– Benchmarks at and of Year 6
– Year 4, 5 exams eventually modeled on benchmark
Secondary: 
– Multi-leveled assessment and testing
– End of Secondary Certificate
– Some annual exams at College/school level



Key Idea 10
• Cycles of quality assurance and evaluation 

which recognise that continuous professional 
learning is an essential part of educational 
practice .
– Strengthening school internal & planning

– External reviews to complement school 
evaluation 

– Induction and mentoring for NQTs
– PMPs transformed into PMPDPs
– Innovations are piloted, reviewed & improved. 



Vision for Science Education
• Reviewed local and international science 

education research, reports and documentation 
to suggest a way forward that adequately 
addresses current as well as future national 
needs. 

• The proposed vision implies a methodology that 
promotes inquiry-based learning that requires a 
deeper and integrated understanding of science 
and how scientific knowledge is structured.

• Main premise is that all students in Maltese 
schools are entitled to learn science in order to 
obtain a basic scientific literacy.



Vision for Science Education
• The basic concepts of  science are organised around 

three main strands: 

– developing scientific understanding; 
– developing scientific inquiry skills; and 
– being able to relate science to technology, society 

and the environment.

• In the Core Science programme the basic core concepts 
of science will be dealt with through these three strands. 

• The Materials Science, Physical Sciences and Life 
Sciences programmes will deal with these basic core 
concepts and continue to build on them in more depth.



National Consultation Process

• Phase 1: Reflection for action  (May to Aug 2011)

• Phase 2: Reflection in action (Sep to Nov 2011)

• Phase 3: Reflection on Action (Nov to Dec 2011)

• Final national curriculum framework document to be 
submitted to the Minister for the approval of 
Cabinet/Parliament in 2012.



Role of Head of School 
in Consultation Process

• Role within the school
• Role within the college
• Role with the Directorates

Important dates:
Extra SDP in Term 1 (half day)
Activities with learners and parents
31st October / 4th November 2011 (school/college day)
19th November 2011 (student conference)
2-3 December 2011 (national conference)


