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The fieldwork begins from City Gate. We pass near the Royal Theatre and we stop
at Jean de Valette Square, in front of Auberge de Castille and Upper Barrakka
Gardens. Go back to Castille Square, down to Merchants Street, pass in front of
the Co-Cathedral of St. John and turn from Republic Street towards St. George’s
Square. Go down all of Theatre Street, turn towards Aragon Square, turn back
and go down towards Mattia Preti Square.
In preparation for this fieldwork, watch the documentary about Valletta:
(a) http://youtu.be/kx1C_X_Br-U (b) http://youtu.be/RFHvkaEqNnw
A:

CITY GATE

1. How did the main city gate develop through the years? Write a number to show the
development.

2. Look down towards the bastions.
(a) Who designed these bastions?

(b) Why are Valletta’s bastions
very strong?

3. Enter through City Gate. On your right
there is the Parliament building. What
important work is done in this building?
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4. Near the New Parliament building, search for the building showed in the left photo.
The right photo shows the building that there once was in this same place.

(a) How was this building known before it was destroyed?

(b) How was this building destroyed?

(c) Nowadays this place (without a roof) is used:

(mark the correct answer)



for stalls every Sunday

______________



as a church

______________



as an auberge

______________



as a theatre where performances are done

______________

5. Walk up by the side of the New Parliament building
and search for Jean De Valette Square. Why is
this person mentioned a lot in the history of this
city?
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6. At the end of De Valette Square there are two small churches. One is the Church of
St Catherine of Italy and the other is the Victory Church. Write the name of each
church under its photo.

(a) __________________________

(b) __________________________

7. One of these two churches was the first building that was built in the new city.
Which is it? _______________________________________________________

8. The two churches have just been restored. Mark with an (X) sign the works that
are carried out during a restoration:
(a) rebuilding them again
(b) cleaning from exhaust
(c) replacing the deteriorated stones
(d) cover with black cement
(e) cleaning from pigeons waste
(f) rebuilding the building’s façade
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9. We walk towards the Auberge de
Castille. The façade of the Auberge
was smooth at first but then, Grand
Master Pinto decorated the façade in
Baroque style.
(a) Over the main door there is a bust.
Who does this bust belong to?

(b) Who designed the plan of the Auberge?

(c) Who has an office in the Auberge nowadays?

(d) What important meetings are held in this Auberge?

(e) Nowadays, Castille is part of (France, Spain, England, Russia).

10. We go to the Upper Barrakka Gardens. We should
take note of the beautiful environment, air, and
greenery of trees and the many monuments since
each of them has a history. The Knights planned
this garden to serve as a place of rest. Search for
the monument showed in the photo.
(a) How is this monument commonly known?

(b) Who is the widely known Maltese sculptor who made this monument?

(c) The monument you are seeing is not the original. It is only a replica, it means it is a
copy. The original monument is at (the Museum of Fine Arts, St John, Castille).
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(d) Why do you think the original monument was not left at the Upper Barrakka
Gardens?

11. We go upwards from the Barrakka towards the sea.
(a) Which important Port can be seen under
the Upper Barrakka Gardens?

(b) What important event took place around
this Port in 1565?

(c) During the battles of 1565, what was on
the surface of the sea between Fort St. Angelo and the tip of Senglea? And why
was this thing put there?

(d) Why were most of the buildings around this port destroyed by the bombs of Italian
and German airplanes during the Second World War?

12. Look from left to right and write the numbers in the boxes according to how these
places are seen.
Marsa
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13. Walk back towards Castille and start going
down towards Merchants Street. On the left
we can find another Auberge of the Knights.
(a) Write the name of the auberge:

(b) Which Knights would you have found here?

(c) Would you describe the façade of the
auberge as being smooth or decorated in
baroque style?

(d) Nowadays, what is this building used for?

(e) Who designed the plan of this auberge? _______________________________
(f) The money used by the Knights to build auberges and palaces came from (America,
money banks, lands the Knights had across Europe).
(g) Why were the auberges very important for the Knights?

14. At the same place in Merchants Street,
on the left there is a beautiful palace.
(a) What is the palace in the photo called?

(b) Which important person stayed in it
during 1798?
(c) What did this person do to the Knights?
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15. Continue walking down Merchants Street and turn to go towards the front of the CoCathedral of St. John. This was the main church of the Order. They built it with their
own money and decorated it in the best way possible. For the Knights, this was their
Conventual Church. It was during the British rule that this church became the CoCathedral of Malta.
(a) Who did the plan of the Church of St. John?

(b) From the outside, is the façade smooth or
does it have a baroque style?

(c) Which famous painting can we find in the
Oratory, the building on the side of the
church? Who painted it?

(d) On the inside, St. John is like an art museum. The painting on the ceiling was drawn
by (Ġlormu Cassar, Mattia Preti, Jean de Valette).
(e) Why does the Co-Cathedral of St. John greatly help the Maltese economy?

16. Walk towards Republic Street and turn right. In the
square in front of the Court you should find the bust
seen in the photo.
(a) Whose bust is this?

(b) How is this person related to Valletta?
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17. In the same square there is the Otto Settembre monument.
(a) How many figures does this monument
have?
(b) Who is the famous sculptor that made
this monument?

(c) Which important event does this
monument remind us of?

(d) What do the figures in the monument represent? (the Christian religion, angels,
the mayor, Malta, families, the European Civilization).
18. Walk towards St George’s Square. On the

q

way there note the Library building. This

e

was built by the Knights for storing books

t

and important documents. In front of the

u

Library, in Queen’s

note the

m

monument of Queen Victoria, this reminds

w

Square,

us of the British rule on the Maltese
Islands. We arrive at St George’s Square.

e

The photo shows the Presidential Palace.

r

t on the façade?
(a) How many entries (doors) does the palace have
t
(b) Nowadays, who has the office inside the palace?

(c) During the Knights period, who used to live here?

(d) Who designed the plan of the palace?
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19. On the wall of the palace there are several
marble plaques that remind us of important
events. The photo is a reminder of when King
George VI gave us the George Cross. Which of
these events are reminded on the wall of the
palace?
(a) Napoleon’s visit to Malta
(b) Independence Day
(c) Victory Day
(d) Republic Day
(e) Freedom Day
(f) Valletta Day
20. In St George’s Square there is the “dancing water fountain”. If we arrive when the
clock is ringing, we can appreciate the water fountain ‘dancing’ to the music. We go
downwards from Theatre Street. On our
right we can see the main door of the
Manoel Theatre. This was built by the
Grand Master Manoel de Vilhena as a
recreation place for the Knights and the
Maltese. Mention an activity which used
to be held in this theatre during the
Knights period, and that is still done nowadays.

21. We continue downwards in the same street, we pass in front of the Basilica of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel and we turn to the right into West Street. Here we arrive at
Independence Square. In this square there is a monument dedicated to the Maltese
patriot who died when the French shot him as he was trying to relieve Malta from the
French ruling. Who was this patriot?
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22. The photo shows another auberge built
by the Knights. It is interesting to note
that the façade of this auberge is
smooth – in the way the architect
initially planned it. All the auberges in
Valletta had a smooth façade at first.
(a) Write the name of this auberge:

(b) Who designed the plan of this building?
(c) What is it used for nowadays?

23. The photo shows St Paul’s Anglican
Pro-Cathedral.
(a) The style of this Pro-Cathedral
is similar to the building style of
the (Greeks, Carthaginians,
Russians).
(b) Which auberge was destroyed to
build a cathedral instead of it?

24. We walk back from West Street and
downwards to Mattia Preti Square
(where there are the swings). Here we
find what was once the Manderaggio.
This was a big hole (quarry) that the
Knights tried to dig and connect to the
sea. The ships should have been brought
here in case of another siege.
Fieldwork for Year 6 Primary

Valletta

Page 11

However, the digging work had to be
stopped when they found a very strong
coralline limestone so they had no other
option but to stop. The quarry they had
dug was then filled with slums and began
to

be

called

“The

Manderaggio”.

Nowadays, this hole is filled with stones
and flats were built instead.
(a) Mattia Preti drew the ceiling of (the Manderaggio,
St. John’s Co-Cathedral, the Presidential Palace).
(b) From Mattia Preti Square walk a few steps towards St. John’s Street and climb the
first terrace you find on the right. You should find a table/map that shows us where
Mattia Preti’s home was. Copy what is written on the table/map here:

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Extracted from the publication: Social Studies Primary – a handbook
Between October and January, every student from Years 3 to 6 Primary must do a fieldwork related with the Social Studies
syllabus.
The Department of Curriculum Management provides the publication with the required notes and exercises to be able to make this
fieldwork. This publication is distributed in schools until the end of September.
The whole exercise should be completed by the students and assessed by the teachers at the end of January. The assessment
should be performed according to the following criteria:

a
b
c
d

The participation and the ability to follow instructions
The observation, identification and recording
The interpretation of the collected information
The final presentation of the whole document
TOTAL

The marks
5
5
5
5
20

In the case that a student due to a valid reason is unable to attend the fieldwork session with the rest of the class, the teacher can,
after consultation with the parents, encourage the student to do the fieldwork under the supervision of an adult. When this is not
possible, instead of the fieldwork another project from the list provided can be done. The fieldwork is assessed with a maximum
of 20 marks and the mark should appear in the half-yearly official report that is delivered to the students’ houses.

TONY PACE and ANTON FARRUGIA – Education Officers
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