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Read: Mr. Patist is a contractor. 

He has plans to build a factory 

which is as big as a whole village. 

The project of Mr. Patist: 

 

 Is going to employ many Maltese 

workers who are at the moment 

unemployed; 

 All these workers are going to work on 

the project of Mr. Patist for at least 

two years. 

 

However, the project of Mr. Patist is going to pollute three Maltese bays 

and make these unsuitable for swimming. 

Mr. Patist, needs a huge 

tract of land to build his 

project on. In the piece of 

land which Mr. Patist is 

planning to build his project, 

one can find different types 

of land, amongst which we find the following: 

 Fields which are worked by farmers and which produce our food 

products 

 Bays suitable for swimming  

 Land full of carob trees, fig trees and olive trees 

 Land full of wild hares’ nests. 

 

18.    
The-Environment  
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Who decides whether the project of Mr. Patist is built or not? This is 

decided by MEPA. MEPA means Malta Environment and Planning Authority. 

Read about the MEPA: 

http://schoolnet.gov.mt/socialstudies/Socjali/Ambjent/MEPA/mepa.htm 

In your opinion, should the MEPA grant Mr. Patist the building permit? 

It is very clear that the project of Mr. Patist does not fall under what is 

known as SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

 

The phrase Sustainable Development which we are nowadays paying 

much more attention to and this because: 

 We cannot keep on building every patch of soil that we have in 

Malta. 

 We cannot continue to ruin the most beautiful valleys that we have. 

 

Continue the next two yourself: 

 We cannot  ___________________________________________ 

 We cannot  ___________________________________________ 

 

Let us once again quote from the draft of the Constitution of the European 

Union:  

PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT:     “The high level of the 

environment and the improvement in the quality of the environment 

should be integrated in the politics of the European Union and should be 

assured according to the principles of sustainable development.” 

 

What do we understand by the phrase sustainable development? We 

understand that development which takes place according to the needs of 

the present without ruining the needs of those who come after us with 

damage which cannot be rectified. It is development without damage or 

with the least possible harm to the environment of the present and the 

future. 
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In this field the EU works a lot on the following themes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we build haphazardly, if we build everywhere, we would be only 

creating development. It may be possible for a while, we would be 

employing some people, others might be earning quite a bit of money, 

temporarily there would be work, but this is short-term. 

 

However, IT WILL NOT BE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT if:  

 we destroy once for ever valleys and 

parts of the Maltese Island’s 

countryside 

 We destroy historical heritage 

 We produce waste which we have 

nowhere to dispose of or the means to 

get rid of it 

 We pollute and dirty the air or the sea around us 

In other words it will not be sustainable development if we spoil or 

completely ruin our natural environment. 

 

Magħtab: For many years we have disposed 

of enormous quantities of waste at the landfill 

of MAGĦTAB. (In the picture we can see the 

artificial mountain in Magħtab which today can be 

seen from many areas in Malta). We produced 

1. Climate change 

2. Vital natural resources ex: water 

3. Poverty and those vulnerable in society 

4. Ageing population 

5. The pollution of the environment we live in 
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waste without planning how to dispose of this. Today (year 2007) we 

have a mountain of waste which is ruining a beautiful area in Malta. There 

is no doubt that a landfill such as that of Magħtab causes great harm to 

all of us and to tourism. However, we have to say that presently (2007) 

the process for the rehabilitation of the landfill in Magħtab has started so 

that in the future this can be used as a National Park by the public.  

 

There are those who say that around 70% of all waste we generate is 

generated by the building industry, meaning stones, roofs, sand, dust and 

gravel which is extracted when a house is demolished in order to build 

another instead of it or when we remove old road surfaces to lay new 

tarmac. 

Instead of Magħtab presently we are using 

an engineered landfill – this is a hole, covered 

by a membrane. The membrane is used so 

that we do not pollute the water table which 

is a reserve of water we have underground 

which provides us with around half the 

amount of water which we need. The other half we get from seawater 

which is changed into drinking water. Our waste is thrown into the 

engineered landfill after it is separated. 

So where is the waste produced from demolished buildings and 

new roads being disposed of?  

 

At the moment we are filling in, 

old quarries which are no longer in 

use. After filling in the large holes 

(quarries) with the rubble, we 

cover this with a layer of soil so that we turn this back into agricultural 

land, suitable for sowing and reaping. In this way we are hitting two birds 

with one stone because we are: 
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 Disposing of our waste 

 Re-generating good agricultural land 

(In the two phots above we can see a quarry which has been filled with 

construction waste and which today is being used to grow agricultural) 

 

We would be helping to safeguard a 

healthy environment if: 

 We separate our waste 

 We do not litter outside 

 We do not throw waste in the 

valleys 

 We create sanctuaries such as those we already have in Comino, 

Filfla, Għadira, Simar and in Buskett. These provide shelter to species 

of plants and animals. (In the photo we see the natural reserve of 

Simar) 

On the other hand we would not be helping 

the environment when: 

 We allow hunting and fishing without 

restrictions 

 We ruin the sea bed 

 

Write three more yourself: 

We would not be helping the environment when: 

(a) _________________________________________________________ 

(b) _________________________________________________________ 

(ċ) _________________________________________________________ 
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Why are Environmental Problems not just the problems of one 

country? 

1. If for example a tanker full of oil sustains damage in the seas of a 

neighbouring country such as Libya, it could pollute all the sea around 

Malta.  

2. If the smoke form the power-stations pollutes the atmosphere, it does 

not pollute only the atmosphere of one country. 

3. The imbalance in climate is also affecting all the countries. And we can 

go on mentioning many other such examples. 

 

Let us continue talking about the subject of SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The European Union insists on the Environment: 

“The Maltese Government closed down the landfillin Magħtab in 

July 2003. The waste generated by the construction industry, waste 

which is not contaminated i.e. which does not contain toxic waste is 

being disposed of in quarries in Imgarr and Qrendi. 

Between May 2003 and  August 2005, 3.57 million tons of construction 

generated waste was thrown into the quarries.Soon these large holes 

will start to look like fields which become fertile once again …..” 

From the website: www.gov.mt – (link) Environment 

 

http://www.gov.mt/
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Observe well and compare these two tables:  

 

Table 1: Land taken for building in the Maltese Islands:  (per-km2) 

 

1957 11.1 km2 

1967 14.6 km2 

1985 39.3 km2 

1995 48.0 km2 

 (Baldacchino: INVESTIGATING SOCIETY  page 65) 

 

Table 2: Land for agricultural use which is always decreasing: 

 

1957 135 km2 

1967 125 km2 

1985 110 km2 

1995 88 km2 

 from the same book by Baldacchino  page 65) 

 

The European Union has principles which guid the member countries 

about problems related to WASTE. These principles include the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Produce the least possible WASTE: - every country is 

encouraged to reduce its waste from its productions. 

2. Those who pollute pay: - those who pollute the environment are 

given huge fines. 

3. Precautions: - work in favour of the reduction of problems which at 

the moment are tied with waste. 

4. Disposal in the vicinities: we should dispose of our waste close to 

were it is produced. 
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What can we do? What should 

we do to help in the problem of 

waste? 

 It is important that we 

separate our domestic waste 

(what we have at home) and 

we use the “bring-in sites” – 

these are containers where we can throw glass, plastic, metal and 

paper.  

 Bulky refuse and other separated waste (ex. medicines) can be taken 

to the facility for separated waste known as a Civic Amenity Site.  

 We practice the principles of the 3Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 

 

As we already saw, because of the four principles adopted by the EU, 

Magħtab and Qortin (landfill in Gozo) had to be closed down. 

 

What is the plan now regarding WASTE? Where is our waste going today? 

The WASTESERV is a private company working for the Maltese 

Government to manage the waste of our country. 

1. “inert” waste – dead, mostly from the building industry is going to fill 

the disused quarries; after soil is thrown so that we have more fertile 

fields. 

2. There are going to be two engineered landfills:  

 One for domestic waste 

 The other for hazardous waste 

Hazardous waste, such as for example the acid which leaks from used 

batteries, could contaminate the water table from where we draw our 

drinking water and it could also pollute/poison our seas. 
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The European Union has strict rules about the rubbish dumps – we 

mention some examples: 

 A landfill should always be the last solution; primarily one should 

try a number of other  

 A landfill should be engineered – meaning split into different 

compartments, where hazardous waste such as acidic waste, is 

separated from other waste, such as domestic waste. 

 Everything should be isolated and separated from the environment 

humans live in. 

 Water should be protected, both those of the surface (example: 

wells and reservoirs) as well as that of the water table; 

 Protection is given to the soil, the air and human health. 

IT IS NO WONDER THAT BOTH MAGĦTAB AND QORTIN HAD TO BE 

CLOSED DOWN! 

 

RECYCLING: Another important word is RECYCLING. In recycling the 

same object being thrown away is re-used instead. Let us take glass for 

example. This is collected and produced in other forms once again. 

 

Waste Treatment: Waste has to be TREATED before being thrown 

away. For this reason we divide our waste in two: 

 LIQUIDE waste – this is called drainage 

 SOLID waste – rubbish (rubble, industrial waste, domestic waste). 

 

Where are we going to dump our waste? Look at this diagram and 

in the following exercises; say in which recipient we should dispose of the 

waste mentioned. 
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A. Where are we going to dispose of the following, in A, B or C? 

(See page 139) 

1 A disused car battery   

2 Potato peelings and food remains   

3 Used biros  

4 The remains and waste left over from after a fish meal  

5 Rubble and other waste we need to dispose of after 

changing our bathroom 

 

6 Pieces of tarmac we had after re-surfacing the road  

 

B. In which environment would you like to 

live? 

a) VILLA PALMA – this luxurious villa is located 

just a kilometre away from the landfill of Magħtab 

close to Baħar iċ-Ċagħak. When the wind blows 

from the side of the dump, the smells are 

insupportable. 

 

b) VILLA SAFRA – limits of Girgenti, 

surrounded by the countryside, fields and 

trees.  

 

 

Answer:  

1. In which villa would you prefer to live, VILLA PALMA or VILLA SAFRA? Give 

a reason why you made this choice.  

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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2. The two villas are of the same size. Which villa do you think is the most 

expensive? Why? 

 _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

THE ENVIRONMENT, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 

HISTORICAL HERITAGE, HEALTH: 

 

In the frame we are seeing scenes 

from Ħal Bajda. Amongst other 

things, in the vicinities of Ħal 

Bajda, one finds all of the 

following: 

 

1. A Castle from the time of the Knights – this place is often visited by 

tourists, students and other academics. 

 

2. Countryside – surrounded by beautiful scenery amongst the fields, 

streams, trees and rubble walls, every Sunday many people go to relax 

at Ħal Bajda by having a picnic or going for a walk. 

 

3. Countryside –in the vicinities of Ħal Bajda there is a lot of land known 

as garigue. Here we find wild thyme, giren and many wild rabbits. 

 

4. A development proposal - here, Mr. Raymond Cassar applied to build 

a restaurant, take-away and bar with parking space for around 30 cars. 

Mr. Raymond Cassar applied to develop this piece of land marked on 

the map by number 4. There is also going to be a playing-field and a 

public convenience. 
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Public Meeting – Last Sunday a public meeting was held regarding this 

project of Mr. Cassar. Naturally the public was divided: some were in 

favour and others were not in favour of the project. The following were 

some of those who attended the public meeting: 

 

1. Sandra – a twelve year old girl. 

2. Majsi – 50 year old; hunter and trapper; has been trapping in the 3rd 

zone since he was ten years old. 

3. Mr. Raymond Cassar – the developer; emphasised that the proposed 

project would employ many people and would attract many tourists to 

that part of the Maltese Islands. According to Mr. Cassar, after the 

project would be finished, many Maltese people would go and relax in 

the countryside and so more trade/business would be created. 

4. Bertu Camilleri – a farmer who 

owns six tumuli of agricultural 

land in the 2nd zone. 

5. Pawlina – works as a tourist 

guide. 

6. Tony – a travel agent. 

7. Gejtu – a contractor 

8. Ġemma – a member of a 

voluntary organisation which works in favour of the protection of the 

environment. 

 

Imagine that you are one of the people who attended for the public meeting. Fill 

in your profile and then explain your ideas about the project. 

Name: _____________________  

Age: _____________________ 

Who are you: 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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Your ideas about the project: ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 


