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The fieldwork begins from City Gate. We pass near the former Royal Opera 
Theatre, and we stop at Jean de Valette Square, in front of the Auberge de Castille 
and Upper Barrakka Gardens. Then we go back to Castille Square, down to 
Merchants Street, pass in front of the Co-Cathedral of St. John and turn from 
Republic Street towards St. George’s Square. Go down all of Theatre Street, turn 
towards Aragon Square, turn back and go down towards Mattia Preti Square. 

 
 

A:    CITY GATE 

1. How did the main city gate develop through the years? Write a number under each 
picture to show this                                                 development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

2. Look down towards the bastions. 

(a) Who designed these bastions? 
 
 

(b) Why are Valletta’s bastions 

so strong? 
 

 

 

 
3. Enter through City Gate. On your right 

there is the Parliament building. What 

important work is carried on in this 

building? 
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4. The picture on the right shows a building 

that once stood very close to where the 

new Parliament building stands today. 

 

(a) How was this building known before it was destroyed? 

 

(b) How was this building destroyed? 
 

(c) What building is standing in its place today? 

 

 
5. Walk up by the side of the new Parliament building 

and search for Jean de Valette Square. Why is 

this person mentioned frequently in the history of 

this city? 

 

 

 
 

 

6. At the end of de Valette Square there are two small churches. One is the Church of 

St Catherine of Italy and the other is Victory Church. Write the name of each church 

under its photograph. 

  
 

(a)  (b)    
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7. One of these two churches was the first building built in the new city. 

Which one is it?    

8. The two churches have been restored. Mark with a tick (✓) sign the works that 

are usually carried out during restoration: 

(a) rebuilding again 

(b) cleaning from exhaust 

(c) replacing the deteriorated stones 

(d) covering with black cement 

(e) cleaning from pigeons’ droppings 

(f) rebuilding the building’s façade 

 
9. We walk towards Auberge de Castille. 

The façade of the Auberge was plain at 

first but then, Grand Master Pinto 

decorated the façade in the Baroque 

style. 

(a) Over the main door there is a bust. 

Whom does this bust represent? 

 

(b) Who designed the plan of this auberge? 
 
 

 
(c) Who has an office in this auberge nowadays? 

 
 

 

(d) What important meetings are held in this auberge? 

 

(e) Nowadays, Castille is a region in (France, Spain, England, Russia). 



BOOKLET 10: Fieldwork for Year 6  A Tour of Valletta Page 5  

10. Around the Auberge of Castille, we can observe various monuments dedicated to those 

who worked hard for the Maltese Islands. Match the names with the right sentences. 

a Ġorġ Borg Olivier  became Prime Minister of Malta twice, first in 1955 and 

then in 1971. 

b Manwel Dimech  was the Prime Minister of Malta when Malta became an 

independent country. 

c Duminku Mintoff  became Prime Minister of Malta after World War II in 

1947. 

d Pawlu Boffa  worked hard for the people of Malta to become 

independent and died in exile away from Malta. 

 
11. Write the right name under each picture. 

 

    

    

12. We now go to the Upper Barrakka Gardens. We 

should take note of the beautiful environment, the 

greenery of the trees and the many monuments, 

each of which has a history. The Knights planned 

this garden to serve as a place of rest. Find the 

monument shown in the photo. 

(a) How is this monument commonly known? 
 

(b) Who is the renowned Maltese sculptor who made this monument? 
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(c) The monument you are seeing is not the original. It is only a replica, which means 

it is a copy. The original monument is at (the Museum of Fine Arts, St. John’s 

Co-Cathedral, the Auberge of Castille). 

(d) Why do you think the original monument was not left at the Upper Barrakka 

Gardens? 

 

 

 

 
13. From the Barrakka gardens look towards the sea. 

(a) Which important port (harbour) can be 

seen from the Upper Barrakka Gardens? 

 

(b) Which important event took place in 

1565 around this harbour? 

 

(c) During the battles of 1565, what was placed 

below the surface of the sea, between Fort St. Angelo and the tip of Senglea? 

What was the reason for placing this object there? 

 

 

(d) Why were most of the buildings around this port destroyed by the bombs of Italian 

and German airplanes during the Second World War? 

 

 

14. Look from left to right and write the numbers in the boxes below according to how 

these places are seen. 

Marsa Fort St. Angelo The Breakwater Senglea’s bastions 
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15. Walk back towards Auberge de Castille and go down 

towards Merchants Street. On the left, you will find 

another auberge from the times of the Knights. 

(a) Write the name of this auberge: 

 

(b) Which Knights had occupied this auberge? 
 
 

(c) Would you describe the façade of this auberge as 

being plain or decorated in the Baroque style? 
 

 

(d) Nowadays, what is this building used for?    

(e) Who designed this auberge?     

(f) The money used by the Knights to build auberges and palaces came from (America, 

money banks, lands the Knights had across Europe). 

(g) Why were the auberges very important for the Knights? 
 

 

 

16. At the same place in Merchants Street, 

on the right, there is a beautiful palace. 

(a) What is the palace in the photo called? 

 

(b) Which important person stayed in it 

in the year 1798? 

 

 

(c) What did this person do to the Knights? 

 

17. Continue walking down Merchants Street and turn to go towards the front of the 

Co-Cathedral of St. John. This was the main church of the Order. They built it with 
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their own money and decorated it in the best possible manner. 

For the Knights, this was their Conventual Church. It was 

during the British rule that this church became the 

Co-Cathedral of Malta. 

(a) Who designed this Co-Cathedral? 
 

(b) From the outside, is the façade plain or is it in a 

Baroque style? 
 
 

(c) Which famous painting can we find in the 

oratory, the building on the side of the church? 

Who painted it?    
 
 

 

(d) The interior of St. John’s Co-Cathedral is like an art museum. The paintings on the 

ceiling were done by (Ġlormu Cassar, Mattia Preti, Jean de Valette). 

(e) Why does the Co-Cathedral of St. John greatly help the Maltese economy? 
 
 

 
18. Now walk towards Republic Street and turn 

right. In the square in front of the Law Courts, 

you will find the Great Siege monument. 

(a) How many figures are found in this monument?     

 
(b) Which important sculptor created this monument? 

 

(c) Which important event does this monument remind us of?    

 

(d) What do the figures in the monument represent? (the Christian religion, angels, the 

mayor, Malta, families, the European Civilization). 

 
19. Now, walk towards St George’s Square. On the way there note the National Library 

building. This was built by the Knights for storing books and important documents. 
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In front of the library, in Queen’s 

Square, you will see the monument of 

Queen Victoria. This reminds us of 

the British rule on the Maltese Islands. 

We arrive at St George’s Square. The 

photo shows the Presidential Palace. 

 

(a) How many entries (doors) does the palace have in the façade? 

 

(b) Nowadays, who has his/her office in this palace? 

 

(c) Who used to live here during the period of the Knights? 

 

(d) Who designed the palace? 

 

 

 
20. On the wall of the palace, there are several 

marble plaques reminding us of important events. 

The photo is a reminder of when King George VI 

gave the Maltese the George Cross. Which of the 

following events are commemorated on the wall of 

the palace? 

(a) Napoleon’s visit to Malta 

(b) Independence Day 

(c) Victory Day 

(d) Republic Day 

(e) Freedom Day 

(f) Valletta Day 
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21. In St George’s Square, there is the “dancing water fountain”. We go downwards from 

Theatre Street. On our right, we 

see the main door of the Manoel 

Theatre. This was built by Grand 

Master Manoel de Vilhena as a 

place of recreation for the Knights 

and the Maltese. 

 
Mention an activity which used to be held in this theatre during the period of the 

Knights, and which is still held here nowadays. 

 

 
22. We continue downwards in the same street, and we pass in front of the Basilica of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel. Then, we turn to the right into West Street. Here we arrive at 

Independence Square. In this square, we find a monument dedicated to the Maltese 

patriot who died when the French shot him as he was trying to stop the French rule 

over the Maltese Islands. Who was this patriot? 

 

23. This photo shows another auberge built 

by the Knights. It is interesting to note 

that the façade of this auberge is still 

plain – in the way the architect initially 

planned it. All the auberges in Valletta 

had a plain façade at first. 

(a) Write the name of this auberge: 
 
 

(b) Who designed the plan of this building? 
 

(c) What is it used for nowadays? 
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24. This is the St Paul’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral. 

(a) The style of this Pro-Cathedral is similar to the 

building style of the (Greeks, Carthaginians, 

Russians). 

(b) Which auberge was destroyed to build this 

cathedral instead?     

25. We walk back from West Street and down to 

Mattia Preti Square (where a playing field is now 

found). Here we find what was once called the 

Manderaggio. This was a big hole (quarry) the 

Knights dug and tried to connect to the sea. Their 

ships were to be brought here in case of another 

siege. However, the digging had to be stopped as 

they found a very hard type of coralline limestone. They had no other option but to end 

the project. The quarry they had already dug was then filled with slums and began to be 

called “The Manderaggio”. This hole was gradually filled in with stones and rubble, and 

modern flats were built in the area. 

26. (a) Mattia Preti painted the ceiling of 

(the Manderaggio, St. John’s Co-Cathedral, 

the Presidential Palace). 

(b) From Mattia Preti Square walk a few steps 

towards St. John’s Street and climb the first 

terrace you find on the right. You should find a 

sign which shows us where Mattia Preti’s home 

was. Copy what is written on the sign here: 

 

 

END OF THE FIELDWORK 
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BOOKLET 10 Notes: 
 
During the scholastic year every student from Year Three to Year Six in primary schools should carry out 
a fieldwork/s with reference to the Social Studies syllabus. Assessment should follow the criteria below: 

 

A. LEARNING OUTCOME: 

I can observe, record and interpret information about a specific subject or place. 
 

B. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA marks 

a Level of participation and ability to follow instructions 5 

b Quality of observations, identification and recording 5 

c Interpretation of the information gathered 5 

d Presentation of the final document 5 

 TOTAL 20 

 

C: ELABORATION OF ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 Criteria 0-1 2-3 4-5 Marks 

a Level of 
participation and 
ability to follow 
instructions 

Lack of interest; Fully 
dependent on 
others. 

Shows interest through 
questions and answers; 
occasionally shows 
initiative by searching 
for answers. 

Shows interest through 
questions and answers; 
continuously shows 
initiative by searching 
for answers. 

 

b Quality of 
observations, 
identification and 
recording 

Needs constant 
directions re what 
should be noted / 
observed; has to be 
given a lot of help to 
write down the 
answers. 

Can note and observe 
things around him/her 
with a little help; writes 
down answers with a 
little help. 

Independently notes 
and observes things 
around him/her; writes 
down answers without 
any help. 

 

c Interpretation of 
the information 
gathered 

Can arrive at an 
interpretation after an 
explanation. 

Can arrive at a correct 
interpretation on 
his/her own 

Can arrive at a correct 
interpretation on 
his/her own and 
explain it. 

 

d Presentation of the 
final document 

Unfinished work which 
is                  not clear. 

Finished work which is 
not all clear. 

Finished and clear 
work. 

 

 Total  

 
In the case of students who are unable, for a valid reason, to attend for the fieldwork session with the rest of the 
class, the teacher may, after consulting their parents / guardians, encourage these students to carry out the 
fieldwork at a later date, under the supervision of an adult. If this is not possible a project can also be undertaken 
from the list of titles provided. 

 
Thank You. 
Anthony Farrugia - Education Officer Primary 

 

Special Thanks to:  
Fr Tony Pace ex-Education Officer - Primary 


